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■ Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Report 
iipcm  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County 
<lurinff  H)2H. 


1 am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  RITCHIE. 


CONTE  NTS. 


County  Landward  (Districts) 
Burgh  of  Annan 
Burgh  of  Sanquhar  ... 

Burgh  of  Lockerbie 
Burgh  of  Moffat 
Burgh  of  Langholm 
Laboratory  Examinations... 


Pay'. 

1 

...  37 

...  43 


4!> 


.■>3 


...  58 

...  64 


Population. 

The  Estini.atod  Population  of  tlio  County  Landward  for 
1926  was  4o,419.  The  figures  for  the  Districts  are  : — 


Distrirtj. 

Estimate  foi 
1926. 

CeDsns 

1021. 

Acres, 

Thornhill 

...  13,405 

12,699 

214,9()8 

Dumfi'ies 

...  S,89H 

8,871 

78,503 

Annan 

...  12,293 

12,.55l 

83,865 

Lockerbie 

...  8,053 

8,409 

1 70,859 

Langholm 

..  2,770 

3,070 

136,113 

County  Landward 

...45,419 

45,600 

()84,.308 

The  Registrai 

General’s 

estimate  amounts 

to  46,108. 

Births. 

The  Births  in  the  County  Landward,  intimated  hj’ 
Registrars  and  corrected  foi  transfers,  numbered  996  (521 
male,  475  female),  an  increase  of  40  on  the  numbej'  in  the 
j)revious  year.  The  ii'crease  is  greatest  in  Lockerbie 
and  Langholm  Districts,  Dumfries  District  has  a slight 
increase,  while  Thornhill  and  Annaii  Districts  show  a small 


diminution.  The 

figures  fttr  the 

Distiicts 

are 

BlrUi-ratc  pei 
1000  persons 

DletrlctP 

M. 

¥. 

Total. 

living. 

'I'hornhill  ... 

160 

162 

322 

24-9 

Dumfries  ... 

8t> 

86 

166 

18-8 

.Annan 

145 

1.30 

275 

20-7 

fjockerbie  ... 

111 

73 

184 

22-5 

Langholm  ... 

25 

24 

49 

16-8 

County  Landward 

...  .121 

475 

99() 

20-9 

Of  the  996  births.  119  were  illegitimate.  'I’he  pro- 
prution  of  illegitimate  to  total  births  in  the  Districts  is  as 
follows  : — 
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Districts. 

Total 

births. 

Illegitimate 

biiihs. 

ProporttoB  of 
iHegitainate 
I<er  1000 
total  births. 

Thornhill 

322 

30 

93 

Dumfries  ... 

166 

25 

1.50 

Annan 

275 

30 

109 

Lockerbie  ... 

184 

23 

125 

Langholm  ... 

49 

11 

224 

County  Landward 

996 

119 

119 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  in  the  five  Districts 
by  the  Registrar-Genera]  was  584,  a reduction  of  77  on  the 
previous  year.  It  has  been  pointed  out  before  that  the 
method  adopted  for  transfeiTing  deaths  tends  to  give  an 
somewhat  erroneous  impression  of  the  death-rate,  esjjecially 
in  Dumfries  District,  where,  owing  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  deaths  of  inmates  of  the  Crichton  Royal  Institution 
are  not  transferred,  the  rate  is  apt  to  appear  unfairly  high. 


The  figures  for 

the  five  Districts 

were  : — 

District!). 

Deaths. 

Death-rate  corrected  for 
transfers  and  for  ape 
and  sex  distribution 

Thornhill 

...  188 

13-3 

Dumfries  ... 

98 

9-8 

.Ionian 

...  155 

10-8 

Lockerbie  ... 

...  106 

IM 

Langholm  ... 

...  37 

11-0 

County  Landward 

. . . 584 

11-25 

'I'he  corrected  death-rate  for  1925  was  13-2. 
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DEATHS  IN  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1926. 

« 




Cadsk  of  Death. 

Thom- 

Dum- 

Annan. 

Lock 

Lang- 

County 

hill 

fries. 

erbie. 

holm 

L’wd. 

•Enteric  Fever 

• • • 

flyphufl  Fever 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

• • • 

■Smallpox  .... 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

iMeasles  .... 

6 

2 

3 

11 

pcailet  Fever 

1 

. • . 

2 

3 

iWhooping-oough  . 

... 

3 

• •• 

3 

piphtheria  .... 
Influenza  .... 

1 

"2 

1 

2 

... 

1 

5 

lEncephalitis  Lethargica 
iCerobro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

1 

1 

. . . 

... 

2 

iPulmonarv  Phthisis 

14 

9 

6 

4 

3 

36 

ITubcrculous  Meningitis  . 

1 

2 

... 

1 

4 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

2 

... 

2 

iOther  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

2 

1 

7 

■Malignant  Tumours 

20 

9 

26 

8 

2 

59 

■Rheumatic  Fever  . 

■ileuingitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

■\poplexv  .... 

20 

4 

16 

9 

1 

50 

■Heart  Disease 

26 

14 

26 

15 

5 

86 

■Diseases  of  Arteries 

1 

2 

3 

6 

■Bronchitis  . 

5 

2 

4 

7 

I 

10 

■Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

9 

6 

7 

1 

30 

■Other  Reepiratorv  Diseases 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

9 

■Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

3 

3 

1 

1 

8 

l^ppendicitis  ."  ! 

1 

1 

2 

■LivCT  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

2 

1 

1 

4 

I«ephriti9(i5right’s  Disease) 
lEuerperal  Sepsis  . 

3 

1 

6 

4 

1 

15 

• Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 

***^5  of  Early  Infancy  and 

1 

2 

I 

2 

... 

6 

Malformations 

17 

4 

16 

1 

7 

4 

47 

ouicide 

1 

1 

4 

26 

3 

! (excluding  Suicide) 

Defined  Diseases  . 

1 9 

39 

4 

22 

3 

29 

15 

20 

131 

Bl-Defined  Diseases 

3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

13 

Totals  . 

1S8 

98 

165 

106 

37 

584 
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DEATH-RATES  IN  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1926, 

(CORBEOTED  TOR  AOB  AND  SeX  DISTRIBUTION.) 


Cause  of  Death. 

1 Thorn- 
hill. 

1 

Dum- 

fries. 

^ Annan. 

Lock- 

erbie. 

Lang- 

holm. 

Enteric  Fever 

j 

j ... 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

Smallpox  .... 

• •• 

... 

• •• 

Measles  .... 

0-42 

0-18 

0-21 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-07 

• • • 

0-14 

• • . 

Whooping-cough  . 

... 

. . . 

0-21 

• •• 

... 

Diphtheria  .... 

0-11 

... 

Influenza  .... 

• • • 

0-09 

0-14 

0 22 

... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . 

... 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

4 4 . 

. . 

• • • 

... 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

0-07 

0 07 

. • • 

... 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

0-98 

0-81 

0-42 

0-44 

0-84 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

0-07 

. . . 

014 

. . 

0-2s 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

0-14 

4 . . 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

0.28 

0-18 

• . • 

Oil 

... 

Malignant  Tumours 

1-40 

0-81 

1-40 

0-88 

0-56 

Rheumatic  Fever 

> . . 

. • ■ 

... 

• •• 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

Oil 

0-28 

Apoplexy  .... 

1-10 

0-.3G 

M2 

0-99 

0-28 

Heart  Disease 

1-82 

1-36 

1-82 

1-6.-) 

1-40 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

0-07 

0-18 

0-21 

... 

4*4 

Bronchitis  .... 

0-35 

0-18 

0-28 

0 77 

n-28 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

0-49 

081 

0-42 

0-77 

0-28 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

007 

0-18 

0-14 

0-33 

0-28 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

0-21 

0-27 

0-07 

Oil 

Appendicitis 

007 

0-09 

... 

... 

• •t 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

014 

0-09 

Oil 

• •• 

Nephritis  (Bright's  Disease) 

0-21 

O’OO 

0-42 

0 44 

0-28 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 

007 

0-18 

0-07 

0-22 

... 

Malformations 

110 

0 3fi 

1-05 

0-77 

112 

Suicide  .... 

007 

... 

007 

0 11 

• •• 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 

0-63 

0-36 

0-21 

0-44 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

2-73 

1-98 

2-03  1 

2-86 

4-20 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

0-21 

0 36 

0-21 

0-22 

0-28 

Totals  . 

l.b3 

'.1-8 

10-8 

11-1 

11 

0-: 

0( 

O' 

0( 

0- 


O' 

0 

O' 

0i 

0- 

1 

0-1 

M 

1- 

0 

o; 

o-( 

0- 

0 

0( 


0- 


01 

OS 

oc 

0-4 

2-C 

Oi! 

11-2 
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The  Deaths  in  the  five  Districts  (County  Landward) 
classified  in  age  groups  and  according  to  cause  were  : — 


Cause  oe  Death. 

-1 

1- 

6- 

10- 

16- 

26- 

36- 

46- 

66- 

66- 

76- 

85- 

.All 

"ryphus  Fever 

■SmaUpos 

3 

(i 

1 

1 

1 1 

S^carlet  Fever 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

• . 

... 

... 

3 

’’Whooping-cough 

2 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

lEncephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

2 

IPulmonary  Phthisis 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

5 

11 

9 

4 

a 

"T 

• . . 

36 

1 

3 

4 

sAbdominal  Tuberculosis. 

1 

1 

0 

'Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Malignant  Tumours 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

9 

2() 

16 

12 

i 

69 

(not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

1 

1 

2 

i^Apoplexy 

9 

8 

18 

12 

3 

50 

Heart  Disease 

• •• 

... 

..  . 

... 

2 

1 

2 

() 

12 

30 

26 

7 

86 

IDiseases  of  Arteries 

1 

2 

2 

1 

(> 

IBroncbitin 

2 

1 

1 

4 

8 

3 

19 

{Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

3 

... 

1 

2 

1 

3 

/ 

8 

2 

2 

30 

lOther  Respiratory  Diseases 

... 

« .. 

• •• 

2 

... 

2 

... 

1 

2 

2 

. . . 

9 

6 

2 

8 

‘Appendicitis 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

• * . 

... 

• . . 

2 

ILiver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

. . . 

• • • 

2 

1 

... 

4 

^Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

... 

16 

{Puerperal  Sepsis 

•Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Pregnancy,  &c. 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

3 

3 

. . . 

• . • 

6 

IDiseases  of  Early  Infancy 

and  Malformations 

4<) 

1 

47 

(Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

^Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 

3 

... 

2 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

r. 

20 

•Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

8 

2 

2 

1 

3 

7 

8 

4 

15 

24 

42 

15 

131 

•Ul-Defined  Diseases 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

13 

Totals  . 

72 

23 

4 

5 

23 

2!l 

33 

46 

85 

116 

115 

34 

581 

Infantile  Mortality. — 'J’he  deaths  of  chiJdjeii  undei' 
one  year  of  age  were  72.  'Jhe  rate  j)(>r  1000  l)irths  is 
72-.‘j.  The  corrc!- ponding  late  last  yeai'  was  72-1,  while 
the  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  70-3. 
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In  view  of  the  faet  that  the  coal  stoppage  extended 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  it  is  of  some  interest  to 
I note  that  Kirkconnel,  the  parish  in  the  County  which  was 
I most  affected,  had  an  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  year  of 
1 83-3  per  1000  births.  The  average  for  Kirkconnel  during 

the  years  1921-1925,  inclusive,  was  94-7  per  11*00  births. 

L 

Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  five 
County  Districts  and  in  the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Sanquhar, 
Lochmaben,  Lockerbie,  Moffat,  and  Langholm  was  1261 
(Districts  996,  Burghs  265).  The  total  number  notified 
was  1215  (Districts  982,  Burghs  233).  This  is  exclusive 
of  intimations  received  regarding  infants  born  elsewhere 
who  were  brought  to  the  County,  but  includes  36  still- 
births, which  ai’e  notifiable,  though  not  registered. 
Deducting  those,  there  remain  1179  notified  live  births, 
or  93-5  per  cent,  of  the  number  registered. 

Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one  visits 
were  paid  by  the  two  Health  Visitors  and  the  District 
Nurses,  2028  being  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  853 
by  the  District  Nurses. 


The  work  of  visitation  was  divided  as  follows  : — 


First  Visits. 

Hevisits. 

'Potal. 

Health  Visitors 

229 

1799 

2028 

Di.strict  Nurses 

724 

129 

853 

Total 

953 

1928 

2881 

,30  infants  died  within 

ten  days  of  birth. 

71  ])er  cent,  of  the  infants  visited  were  wholly  breast-fed. 

2 per  cent,  of  the  infants  visited  were  partly  breast-fed. 
27  per  cent,  of  the  infants  visited  were  artificially  fed. 
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The  chief  pathological  conditions  noted  were 
A.  Amongst  Infants. 


Eye  Conditions — Ophthalmia  Neonatoruni  ...  9 

Other  Conditions  ...  ...  Id 

— 24 

Skin  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Digestive  Disturbances  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Bronchitis,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Thrush  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Malnutrition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Snuffles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  d 

Other  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


B.  Among.st  Mothers. 

Oral  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  d 

Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Po.st  Eclamptic  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phlegm a.sia  Alba  Dolens  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

-Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cardiac  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Other  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Medical  comforts  were  supplied  to  nursing  and 
expectant  mothers,  or  to  infants,  in  247  cases.  This  great 
increase  on  previous  years  was  due  to  the  conditions  ])re- 
vailing  in  Kirkconnel  on  account  of  the  coal  strike.  Those 
were  given  in  the  .shape  of  milk  and  eggs,  in  view  of  the 
importance  of  a sufficient  supj)ly  of  V'itamin  containing 
foods,  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  infectif)us  disease* 
received  from  the  County  Landward  during  I92(i  was  9SI 
— a reduction  of  9 on  the  preceding  yeai'.  Of  those  2ld 
were  notified  undei-  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act.  1SS9,  and  Ibb  in  terms  of  Regulations 
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made  under  Seetion  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  They  comprised  ; — 

(1)  Notified  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889  : — 


Enteric  Eever  ... 

2 

Scarlatina 

139 

Diphtheria 

49 

Erysipelas 

2o 

Total 

215 

(2)  Notified  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under 
Seetion  78  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897  : — 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  9 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ...  ...  28 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  ...  ...  3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ()3 

Non-|iulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  fiO 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ififi 


The  ])roportion  of  cases  notified  to  1000  persons  living 
was  8-2(). 


The  notifications  rcceivetl  each  month  were  ; — 


Enteric  Eevei'  ... 

Jan. 

Frh 

Mar 

Apr.  May.  Junci.  July  Auc 

Sept. 

Oct.  Not. 

D«-. 

Total. 

O 

Scarlatina 

5 

() 

10 

15  22  11 

9 14 

19 

11  11 

(j 

139 

Diphtheria 

fi 

2 

1 

4 ...  I 

fi  2 

10 

8 4 

5 

49 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

2 

4 

1 

5 2 1 

...  1 

3 

2 4 

... 

25 

Neonatorum 

I 

1 ... 

• • • 

3 1 

3 

9 

iMalaria 

1 

1 

• • • • • 

... 

•> 
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Jan.  Feh.  Mar.  Apr.  May.  June  July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Pec,  Total. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  1 1 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia  ...  4 6 3 1 3...  1...  1 3 2 4 28 

Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia  ...  1 2 3 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  755  12  6472oo41(33 
Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  066287342664  GO 

Totals...  31  29  26  40  41  25  29  23  43  38  32  24  381 


The  Age-incidence  is  shown  in  the  following  table, 
which  is  summarised  from  the  returns  made  to  the  Board 
of  Health  : — 


At  all 

rnder 

1 and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

16  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  45. 

45  and 
under  66. 

65  and 
over. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

r 

. . . 

Scarlatina 

13!) 

2 

28 

87 

12 

8 

2 

. . . 

Diphtheria 

49 

2 

13 

22 

8 

3 

... 

1 

Erysipelas 

25 

... 

1 

... 

1 

4 

15 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

9 

9 

. . . 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

xMalaria 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

2 

... 

. . . 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia  ... 

28 

5 

4 

3 

3 

6 

3 

4 

Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

... 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

63 

. . . 

] 

8 

16 

26 

7 

5 

Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

60 

2 

10 

19 

12 

13 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

381 

20 

57 

140 

55 

63 

29 

17 

10 


The  noiifications  from  each  District  were  : — 


Thornhill. 

Dumfries. 

Annan. 

Lockerbie. 

County 
Langholm.  L'dwar.J 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

2 

Scarlatina 

18 

21 

47 

44 

9 

139 

Diphtheria 

24 

9 

5 

7 

4 

49 

Erysipelas 

o 

4 

13 

2 

1 

25 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatoriun 

. • . 

3 

3 

3 

. • « 

9 

Malaria 

. . . 

1 

1 

. • • 

• . . 

2 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  . . . 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia  ... 

14 

4 

7 

3 

• . • 

28 

Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

1 

1 

. • . 

• . . 

3 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

28 

18 

1 1 

4 

03 

Non -pulmonary 

I'lifierculosis 

32 

12 

10 

5 

1 

(k» 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

122 

75 

98 

(i9 

17 

.381 

No  case  of  Smallpox  was  reported.  In  view  of  the 
])revalence  of  this  disease  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
the  provision  available  for  hospital  isolation  in  Dum- 
friesshire was  considered  by  the  Smallpox  Hospital  Com- 
bination Committee,  and  a new  pavilion  erected  at  Castle 
hill.  Further  reference  to  this  will  be  found  under  the 
heading  “ Hospitals  ” on  page  18. 

The  intimations  of  Objection  to  Vaccination  numbered 
1)0  in  Thornhill,  21  in  Dumfries,  32  in  Annan,  lo  in 
Lockerbie,  and  o in  Langholm  District. 

Two  ca.ses  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified,  both  con- 
(irmed  by  baetc'riological  examination.  Both  occurred  in 
the  Dumfries  District  during  July,  but  there  was  no  con- 
nection between  them,  the  infection  having  been  apparently 
aetjuired  in  Fa.stern  Europe  in  one  case,  while  the  other 
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presumably  was  infected  in  Glasgow.  One  was  removed 
to  Lochmahen  Hospital,  the  other  isolated  at  home.  Both 
made  good  recoveries. 

An  Enteric  Carrier  was  discovered  under  somewhat 
interesting  circumstances.  She  was  employed  at  a dairy 
supplying  milk  to  Edinburgh,  where  several  cases  of  th(> 
disease  were  reported.  Details  of  the  ca.se  will  be  found 
on  page  33. 

Xotifications  of  Scarlatina  showed  an  increase  of  51 
on  the  previous  year,  139  cases  being  notified  from  107 
households.  The  incidence  was  heaviest  during  the 
early  summer,  when  it  was  prevalent  in  Johnstone  and 
Applegarth,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when  Gretna 
and  its  neighbourhood  were  specially  affected. 

The  type  of  disea.se  was,  as  a whole,  mild,  and  its 
prevalence  was  probably  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  some 
cases  escaped  recognition  in  their  earlier  stages.  In  ]5’7 
per  cent,  of  the  total  cases,  the  first  .symptoms  had  occurred 
over  a week  before  notification  was  received,  and  in  several 
instances  the 'appearance  of  desquamation  seems  to  have 
been  the  fir.st  indication  of  the  natuj'e  of  the  disease.  One 
case,  in  particular,  had  been  isolated  at  home  under  the 
care  of  his  own  doctor  and  the  supervision  of  this  Depart- 
ment for  three  weeks  before  a diagnosis  was  arrived  at. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital — ’18  to  Thornhill,  68  to  Lochmahen,  43  to  Annan, 
and  9 to  Langholm. 

The  number  of  ca.scs  and  deaths,  the  sickness  and 
mortality-rates,  and  the  case-mortality  fi’om  this  disease 
during  the  past  five  years  in  the  County  Landward  have 
been  : — 

1922.  1923.  1924.  1925.  1920. 

Ca.ses 139  72  121  88  139 

Deaths  ...  ...  1 0 3 3 3 

.Sickness-rate  per  1000  2-8  1-63  2-72  1-20  3-0 

Mortality-rate  per  1000  0-02  0 O-OG  0-06  0-00 

Case-fatality  per  1000  7-2  0 24-79  34-09  21-5 
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Diphtheria  showed  a greatly  diminished  prevalence 
during  the  year,  only  forty-nine  cases  being  notified,  as 
against  one  hundred  and  four  in  1925.  Thornhill  District 
suffered  most  with  twenty-four  cases,  of  which  twenty-one 
were  from  Kirkconnel.  Most  of  those  were  of  a mild  type, 
and  in  manj'^  the  Diphtheria  Bacillus  could  not  be  detected. 
The  degree  of  overcrowding  which  at  present  exists  at 
Kirkconnel  makes  it  imperative  to  remove  all  cases  in 
which  a suspicion  of  Diphtheria  exists,  as  the  risk  of  an 
extensive  outbreak,  which  anj'^  delay  would  entail,  is  too 
great  to  be  lightly  incurred. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  Gretna,  which  has  sometimes 
suffered  pretty  severelj'^  from  Dij^ththeria,  had  only  three 
cases  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  forty-nine  cases,  forty-eight  were  removed 
to  Hos]jital — 24  to  Thornhill,  16  to  Lochmaben,  5 to  Ainian. 
and  3 to  Langholm. 

Thirty-two  or  66-6  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  were 
confirmed  by  bacteriological  examinadon. 

The  number  of  cases  nocified,  deaths,  and  variou.s 
rates  dm  ing  thb  past  five  years  have  been  : — 


1922.  1923.  1924. 


Gases 99  66  127 

Deaths  ...  ...  3 1 0 

Sickness-rate  per  loot)  1-9  1-5  2-8 

Mortality-rate  per  1000  -06  -02  0 

Case-fatality  ijer  1000  30-303  15-15  0 


1925. 


104 

5 

2-2 

0-1 

48-7 


1926. 

49 


1 -06 
0-02 
2(»-4 


'I'hc  cases  of  Erysipelas,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
Malaria,  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  and  Pneumonia  were 
treated  at  home,  and  call  for  no  .sjun-ial  comment. 


Tuberculosis. 

A total  of  140  notifications  of  Tubcrculo.sis  were 
received,  70  of  tho.se  being  Pulmonary  and  70  Kon- 
))ulinonary. 

'riii.s  is  the  smallest  number  of  Pulmonary  notifications 
received  in  any  year  since  li)l4.  While  the  total  number 
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of  notifications  varies  little  from  year  to  year,  there  has 
recently  been  evidence  of  a fall  in  the  Pulmonary  notifica- 
tions and  a corresponding  increase  in  the  Non-pulmonary. 
This,  probably,  does  not  indicate  any  actual  ijicrease  in 
the  prevalence  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  but  rather 
more  complete  notification,  slight  cases  which  in  formci’ 
years  would  have  escaped  notice  being  now  intimated. 

The  annual  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
fi'om  the  County  Landward  and  Burghs  of  Annan,  Sanquhar, 
Lochmaben,  Lockerbie,  Moffat,  and  Langholm  is  given 
below,  along  with  the  percentage  of  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
pulmonary  cases,  and  estimated  rate  per  1000  living. 
The  period,  from  1914  onwards,  is  that  during  which  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notifiable.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  jiercentage  of  Pulmonary  cases  has  shown  a 
downward  tendency  during  the  latter  part  of  the  peiiod. 


Year. 

Total  .VolifioationB. 

Pulmonary. 

N’on-Pulmonary. 

Rate  per  1000. 

1914 

...  131 

83-2% 

10-8% 

2-4 

HllT) 

...  1.34 

00-4% 

33-0% 

2-5 

1910 

...  198 

71 -7% 

28-3% 

3-4 

1917 

...  171 

08-4% 

31-0% 

2-0 

191S 

...  l.)7 

74-5% 

2-4 

1919 

...  139 

08-3% 

31-7% 

2-3 

1920 

...  127 

74-0% 

20-0% 

2-2 

1921 

...  138 

70-0% 

.30-0% 

2-3 

1922 

...  118 

08-0% 

31-4% 

2-0 

1923 

...  1.34 

03-4% 

30-0  o/„ 

2-3 

1924 

...  I.")l 

08-9% 

4Mo/„ 

2--) 

I92o 

...  luO 

70-0% 

.30-0% 

2-0 

1920 

...  140 

30-0% 

2-3 

The  death-rate  fiom  all  foi'ms  of  Tuberculosis  in  llu' 
area  dealt  with,  which  had  shown  a slight  rise  in  192o,  has 
again  fallen  in  1920.  As  has  been  noted  in  ])revious 
reports,  this  rate  has  been  showing  a downward  tendency 
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for  a considerable  time,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  following 
table  ; — 


Death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per  1000. 


Pulmonai'}' 

Non-pulmonary. 

Total. 

1891-1910  (mean) 

...  1-647 

0-692 

2-339 

191 1-1920  (mean) 

...  1-028 

0-353 

1-381 

1921 

...  0-839 

0-117 

0-95t> 

1922  

...  0-859 

0-214 

1-073 

1923  

...  0-910 

0-240 

1-150 

1924  

...  0-699 

0-290 

0-989 

192,5 

...  0-921 

0-301 

1-222 

1926  

...  0-693 

0-270 

0-963 

Details  of  the  work  during  1926  are  given 
appended  report  by  Dr  W.  S.  I.  Robertson. 

in  the 

Tuberculosis  Officer’s  Report,  1926. 

To  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Sir, 

I have  to  report  that  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1926,  there  were  notified  from  the  five  County 
Districts  and  the  six  Burghs  140  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


These  were  as 

follows  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

...  34 

36 

70 

Non-jiulmonary  ... 

...  32 

38 

70 

— 

— 

— 

’Total 

...  66 

74 

140 

'I'lie  Non-pulmonary  cases  consisted  of  ;■ — 
Tuberculosis  of  Sujierficia]  Glands  ...  ...  ...  29 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  ...  16 

’ruberculosis  of  Abdomen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Tuberculosis  of  Spine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tuberculosis  of  Other  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  (j 

Lupus...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total 


...  70 
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The  Qxiarterly  Incidence  of  cases 

was  : — 

First  Quarter 

• • . • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

...  42 

Second  Quarter 

•••  ••• 

• • • ■ ■ • 

...  45 

Third  Quarter 

••• 

... 

...  24 

Fourth  Quarter 

• •• 

... 

...  29 

Total 

... 

... 

...140 

Cases  were 

notified  as  follows 

from  the 

County 

Districts  and  Burghs  : — 

Districts.  Pulmonary.  Non-jniliuonary. 

Total. 

Thornhill 

26 

33 

59 

Dumfries 

17 

13 

30 

Annan  ... 

11 

10 

21 

Lockerbie 

5 

5 

10 

Langholm 

2 

1 

3 

Buighs. 

Lockerbie 

4 

4 

Moffat  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Langholm 



3 

3 

Lochmaben 

1 

2 

3 

Annan  ... 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

70 

70 

140 

Age  Incidence  : — 
Under  1 year 

3 

1 and  under  5 

years 

10 

5 and  under  15 

years 

..  29 

15  and  under  25 

years 

..  33 

25  and  under  45 

years  

..  48 

45  and  under  65 

years  ... 

10 

65  years  and  over 
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Total 

..  140 

16 


Trade  or  Profession. 


Domestic  Duties 
Farm  Workers  ... 
Miners  ... 

Shop  Assistants 

Dressmakers 

Farmers 

Railwaymen 

Labourers 

Quarry  men 


4 1 Engineers 

5 Millworkers 

6 Chauffeur 

4 Gardener 

8 Gamekeepc'r 

.8  Nurse  ... 

3 Doctor  ... 

3 Dairyman 

•> 


2 

2 

1 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 


Treatment. 


13  were  admitted  to  Lochmaben. 

35  were  admitted  to  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary. 
4 were  admitted  to  Carlisle  InfirmarJ^ 

2 were  admitted  to  National  Sanatorium,  Bournemouth. 

1 was  readmitted  to  Blencathra  Sanatorium,  Cumberland. 

I was  admitted  to  Hope  Hospital,  Langholm. 

Medicines  were  provided  for  119  patients. 

M(“dical  Comforts  were  provided  for  20  jiatients. 

SlK'lters  occupied  by  27  ])atients. 


W.  S.  1.  Robertson, 

Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
treated,  03  persons  attending  at  Kirkbank  Clinic  during 
the  year.  8'he  amount  of  laboratory  work  necessary  for 
diagnosis  and  in  controlling  treatment  has,  naturally, 
increased  also.  The  majority  of  patients  still  attend  on 
the  recommendation  of  their  doctors,  but  the  number  who 
come  direct  to  the  Clinic  on  suspecting  that  they  have 
been  infected  is  increasing.  Owing  to  the  wide  area  from 
which  patients  come,  and  the  difficulty  which  some  have 
in  attending  at  the  proper  hours,  it  has  often  been  necessary 
to  arrange  special  sessions  at  the  Clinic.  This  entails 
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a greater  amount  of  work  than  would  appear  from  the 
actual  number  of  patients  treated. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  work  at  Kirkhank 
Clinic  during  the  last  five  years  : — 


1922 

1923 

1924 

192') 

1926 

Total 

Now  Cases 

;i9 

29 

25 

.39 

45 

177 

Old  Cases 

18 

20 

22 

13 

18 

91 

Total 

57 

49 

47 

52 

63 

268 

Total  Attendances  ... 

.334 

198 

270 

252 

466 

1.520 

r.,aboratory  E.vains. — ■ 
Wa.s.sermanns 

lo4 

126 

1 14 

104 

17.3 

671 

Gonococci  ... 

()0 

79 

67 

83 

94 

383 

Spirononia  Pallidimi 

(i 

.3 

... 

1 

10 

Total  

220 

205 

184 

187 

268 

1064 

Sal varsa n Su b.sti t utc's 
i.ssucfl  to  Doctors  ... 

47 

14 

33 

10 

47 

151 

'I’lie  following  are  the  details  foi'  1920  : — 

Curing  the  year  45  new  cfises  attended  for  tr(*atment, 
and  IS  old  cases  continued. 

Of  the  new  ca.ses  15  were  Syphilis,  5 being  cf)ng('nital 
— the  younge.st  of  those  was  five  months  old. 

Twenty-nine  were  Conorrhma,  and  I snHocd  from 
both  Syi)hilis  and  Oonorrhma. 

'I'hese  totalled  4(i0  attendaiu^es  (‘xchisive  of  those  for 
irrigation. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dozes  of  Salvarsan  sub- 
stitutes were  given  intra-vcnously  and  intra-miiscularly. 
119  dozes  of  Gonococcal  Vaccine  were  givrm. 

t 
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Laboratory  examinations  were  as  follows  : — 


V.D.  Clinic  

Waaser- 

mauna. 

...  54 

OoBO  8j»iront-m» 

cocci.  ■ rallidiim. 

56 

For  Practitioners — 
Dumfries  Burgh’ 

...  33 

10 

Dumfries  County 

...  19 

19 

Maxwelltown  Burgh 

5 

1 

Stewartry 

...  13 

1 

■ 1 

Wigtownshire 

2 

... 

Dumfries  and  Galloway 
Royal  Infirmary  ...  47 

7 

173 

94 

1 = 

Practitioners  were  supplied  with  47  doses  of  iSalvarsan 
substitutes. 


Hospitals. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  forty-eight  cases  of  Diph- 
theria were  removed  from  County  Districts  to  Hospitals  ; 
forty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  twenty-one  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  removed  from  Burghs. 


The  admissions  to  each  Hospital  were  : — 


Knterio 

Kever. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria 

Thornhill 

Thornhill  District 

IS 

24 

Sanquhar  Burgh 

7 

2 

' Dumfries  District 

1 

21 

9 

Lockerbie  District 

44 

7 

Loehmaben " 

Loehmaben  Burgh 

2 

1 

Lockerbie  Burgh 

12 

6 

Moffat  Burgh 

3 

4 

.Annan  District 

3 

. . . 

Annan 

Annan  District 

43 

5 

Annan  Burgh 

15 

6 

Eskdale 

Langholm  District 
Langholm  Burgh 

9 

1 

3 

2 

If) 


The  admissions  to  Hospital  or  Sanatorium  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  will  be  found  on  page  lb. 

The  fact  that  hospital  provision  foi-  infectious  diseases 
was  first  made  in  the  County  at  a time  when  the  ambulance 
service  depended  on  horse  transport  necessitated  building 
four  small  hospitals  to  serve  limited  areas.  This  entails, 
in  most  years,  that  a considerable  amount  of  hospital  pro- 
vision cannot  be  utilised,  as  it  is  not  common  to  have  out- 
breaks of  infectious  disease  affecting  all  parts  of  the  County 
at  once.  If  the  number  of  beds  available  for  any  infectious 
disease  be  multiplied  by  865  the  product  represents  the 
number  of  “ bed-days  ” available  during  a year.  The 
total  number  of  days  during  which  patients  suffering  from 
the  disease  occupied  beds  gives  the  number  of  “ bed-days  ” 
actually  utilised  during  the  year. 

The  table  on  the  following  page  shows  the  amount 
of  available  accommodation  in  the  four  hospitals  which 
was  actually  used  during  1926.  On  the  vertical  columns, 
irX)  per  cent,  would  indicate  that  every  bed  had  been 
occupie'd  on  every  day  of  the  year.  The  black  column 
indicates  the  amount  of  accommodation  actually  utilised. 
'Fhe  figures,  of  course,  represent  the  average  taken  over 
the  whole  twelve  months,  and  represent  considerabk* 
fluctuations.  In  Lochrnaben,  for  instance,  the  average^ 
amount  of  Scarlatinal  accommodation  required  over  the 
whole  year  was  68  per  cent.  During  Apiil  it  was  85  ])cr 
cent.,  and  during  May  118  per  cent. 
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EsketJ  ft. 


Thorn  hill . 


Eochnuben. 


A nnan.. 


90% 


go% 


20% 


Note. — Hospital  provision  for  Smallpox  and  beds  at 
Lochmabcn  Combination  Hos])ital  at  jircsent  let  to  the 
Sanatorium  Board  are  not  included  in  this  table. 
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The  accommodation  available  for  Smallpox  at  Castle- 
hill  has  consisted  of  two  pavilions  of  tlie'Doecker  t3?i)e, 
with  a kitchen  and  wash-house  block  of  galvanised  iron. 
The  huts,  which  were  erected  on  their  present  site  in  1903, 
had  deteriorated  greatly  in  recent  years,  des^jite  periodic 
repairs,  and  reached  a condition  which  would  have  made 
their  use  for  the  reception  of  patients  veiy  undesirable. 

A new  pavilion  of  the  Spiers  type  has  therefore  been 
erected,  giving  accomodation  for  twelve  patients  in  two 
wards.  It  has  l)een  made  in  sections,  so  that,  should  it 
ever  be  shifted  to  another  site,  it  could  be  moved  with  a 
minimum  of  alteration.  This  is  a point  which  may  recjuire 
consideration  at  some  fntnre  date.  The  view  that  Small- 
pox is  largely  spread  by  “ aerial  convection  ” and  that 
Smallpox  hospitals  should,  in  consequence,  be  placed  on 
isolated  sites,  has  been  largely'  modified  in  recent  years. 
It  is  now  realised  that  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  the 
neigh Ijourhood  of  hospitals  is  more  likely  to  result  from 
faulty  supervision  of  the  staff  than  from  aerial  convection. 
When  such  an  hospital  is  in  a ver\'  I'cmote  position,  it  is 
(obvious  that  the  movements  of  the  staff — who  are  genei'ally 
temporary — cannot  be  closely  sujxu’vised.  Turthei', 
hospitals  placed  on  isolated  sites  can  seldom  be  used  for 
any  other  purpose  during  inter-epidemic  periods,  aral  jjro- 
l)ably  deteriorate  more  rapidly  than  buildings  which  are 
kept  in  use. 


Housing. 

d'he  number  of  houses  with  kws  than  four  rooms 
thi'f)Ughout  the  County  was  estimated  at  the  Police  Census 
of  192b  as  5959.  They  were  located  as  follows  : — Thorn- 
hill District,  2078  ; Dumfries  District,  1029  ; Annan 
Di.strict,  1331;  I^x-kerbie  District,  1100;  Langholm 
District,  421. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  jjer  room  in  one,  two,  ami 
three-rof)ined  houses  resf)ectively  aj-e  as  follows  : — 


22 


Inhabitants  per  Room. 


1 -Roomed 

2 -Roomed 

.3-R<ximed 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Thornhill  District 

...  2-5% 

1-7% 

lo% 

Dumfries  District 

- 1-5% 

!•«% 

1-3% 

Annan  District 

...  2-1% 

1-7% 

1-3% 

Lockerbie  District 

- 1-2% 

M% 

M% 

Langholm  District 

- M% 

1-6% 

1*1% 

County  Landward 

...  2-1% 

1-5% 

1-3% 

As  has  been  the  case  hitherto, 

the  congestion  is  greatest 

among  one-roomed  houses  in  the  Thornhill  District,  though 
the  conditions  appear  to  be  slightly  better  than  in  the 

previous  year — 2-5  persons  per  room  against  2-7 

in  1925. 

Taking  “ more 

than  three 

persons  per 

room  ” as 

evidence  of  definite 

overcrowding,  the  conditions  in  the 

Districts  are  : — 

More  than 

Three  Persons  per  Room. 

1 -Roomed 

2-Roomed 

3- Roomed 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Thornhill  District 

...  21-8% 

13-9% 

3-6% 

Dumfries  District 

...  11-4% 

8-9% 

M% 

Annan  District 

...  17-(i% 

7-8% 

0-5% 

Lockerbie  District 

...  T7% 

7-4% 

1-0% 

Langholm 



fi-5% 

• • • 

County  Landward 

...  1(1-2% 

10-2% 

1-5% 

The  greatest  degree  of  overcrowding  exists  in  the 
parishes  of  Kirkeonnel  and  Sajiquhar.  The  number  of 
houses  with  more  tlian  three  persons  |X“r  room  in  the  various 
parislies  of  Thornhill  District  is  given  below  : — 
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1 -Roomed 

2-Roomed 

3-Roomed 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Houses. 

Close  burn  ... 

9-(10-2%) 

l-(l-4%) 

Liunscore  ... 

...  l-{5-9%) 

5-(6-2%) 

... 

Durisdeer  ... 

...  • . . 

7-(6-8%) 

... 

Glencairn  ... 

...  l-(14-2%) 

4-{4-5%) 

... 

Keir 

... 

3-(5%) 

... 

Kirkconnel 

...  4-(40%) 

91-(25-o%) 

27-{8-9%) 

Morton 

...  2-(2o%) 

15-(11.7%) 

... 

Penpont  ... 

... 

4-(5-4%) 

. • . 

Sanquhar  ... 

...  16-(27-5%) 

26— (14-7%) 

Tyiu’on 

... 

... 

... 

Amongst  the  one-roomed  houses  m Kirkconnel  two 
had  four,  one  had  five,  and  one  had  seven  inmates. 

Amongst  the  two-roomed  houses  in  Kirkconnel  : — 

27  had  7 inmates. 

24  had  8 inmates. 

23  had  9 inmates. 

12  had  10  inmates. 

2 had  11  inmates. 

2 had  12  inmates. 

1 had  15  inmates. 

Amongst  the  three-roomed  houses  in  Kirkconnel  : — 

9 had  10  inmates. 

8 had  11  inmates. 

4 had  12  inmates. 

2 had  13  inmates. 

2 had  14  inmates. 

2 had  over  16  inmates. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  inspections 
of  dwelling-houses  were  made,  and  seventy-eight  liouses 
reported  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  tlieir  existing  state.  Of 
those,  twenty-eight  were  jnit  into  proper  condition  without 
Closing  Orders.  The  remainder  are  still  pending. 
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Absence  of  water  closet  or  privy  accommodation  wa« 
noted  in  twenty-one  cases.  This  has  been  remedied  in 
thu’teen  instances. 


The  details  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Thorn 

hill. 

Dum- 

fries. 

Annan. 

Locker. 

hie. 

IjliTlg- 

holm. 

Total. 

Inspections  ... 

281 

322 

385 

153 

25 

1166 

Houses  considered 
unfit  for  habitation 

8 

33 

19 

14 

4 

78 

House  ■ made  fit  with 
out  Closing  Orders 

5 

13 

7 

3 

28 

Lack  of  W.C.,  etc.  . . . 

1 

10 

5 

3 

2 

21 

W.C.  or  privy  pro- 
vided 

• a • 

8 

2 

3 

13 

The  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act 

became  law 

in  the 

latter  part  of  1926, 

but  had  not 

been 

put  into  operation 

by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  full  advantage 
will  be  taken  of  this  Act,  wiiich  is  devised  to  meet  a diffi- 
culty that  is  very  pressing  in  rural  areas.  Not  infre- 
quently the  cost  of  putting  a countr3'^  cottage  into  projx*r 
condition  has  been  obviously  more  than  the  house  was 
Avorth,  and  Local  Authorities  have  been  faced  bv  the 
alternative  of  accepting  minor  repairs  only,  or  closing  the 
house  altogether — the  latter  expedient  being  obviously 
impracticable  in  districts  where  the  number  of  new  hou.-^os 
under  construction  is  very  small. 

The  complaints  regarding  defective  housing  conditions 
w«re  : — 


'I'homliill 

Dumfries 

Annan 

Ivoekerbie 

Langholm 

'J'otal 
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The  letters  and  intimations  sent  under  Section  19  of 
the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  : — 


Thornhill 

fl'S 

a 

o o 

II 

10 

•» 

S 

o 

X 

2 

u 

« 

r:  S’ 

c 

•S  ^ 
Q-S 
4 

1 Bad.  or  no 
• priry 

Aocumulal 
of  refuse 

o 

f> 

o 

5 

3 

a 

o 

20 

Dumfries 

33 

, . 

7 

24 

10 

19 

5 

98 

Annan 

27 

. . . 

1 

19 

2 

28 

1 

78 

Lockerbie 

18 

. . . 

2 

15 

1 

3 

3 

42 

Langholm 

5 

... 

1 

... 

3 

... 

... 

9 

Total  . . . 

93 

2 

11 

62 

16 

51 

12 

247 

Plans  were  submitted  for  the  erection.of  27  new  houses, 
and  for  alterations  or  additions  to  76  existing  houses. 

The  number  of  new  dwelling-houses  completed  during 
1926  was  137.  This  includes  118  subsidy  houses,  and  19 
houses  for  which  no  subsidy  was  paid. 

As  noted  in  last  year’s  report,  the  Housing  Bye-laws 
in  the  County  are  really  ob.solete  and  require  revision. 


Water  Supplies. 

A scheme  to  provide  a supply  of  water  to  a considei'- 
able  part  of  Dumfries  District  was  investigated  during  1926. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  so  far  back  as  1891,  the 
late  Dr  Maxwell  Ross  drew  attention  to  the  need  of  a better 
water  supply  in  Dumfries  Landward  and  in  the  villages  of 
Kirkton  and  Amisfield.  Subsequent  investigations 
showed  that  practically  all  the  ])arish  of  Caerlaverock  and 
a considerable  part  of  Holywood  were  in  the  same  j)osition. 

The  Di.strict  Committee  have  considered  various 
schgmes  for  providing  a gravitation  supply  to  the  f)lac(‘s 
mentioned  and  various  adjoining  areas,  including  the 
Blountfield  Scheme,  which  had  to  be  abandonecl  in  1893, 
the  provision  or  extension  of  the  Blackshaw,  Cleucaple, 
and  Netherwood,  Kelton  and  Craigs  Special  Water  Dis- 
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tricts,  and  a scheme  for  development  of  the  Rockhall 
catchment  area  which  was  discussed  in  1919.  far, 

however,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  devise  any  scheme 
which  would  give  the  whole  area  which  Ls  in  need  of  water 
a sufficient  and  satisfactory  supply. 

During  1926  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the  District 
Committee  might  combine  with  the  Dumfries  and  Max- 
welltown  Waterworks  Commissioners  in  the  construction 
of  a reservoir  at  Cornlee,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkpatrick- 
Irongray,  Kirkcudbrightshii’e,  from  which  both  should 
draw  water  for  the  supply  of  the  District  and  the  two 
Burghs  respectively. 

An  area  in  the  Dumfries  District  was  mapped  out, 
which  it  was  proposed  to  form  into  a Special  Water  Dis- 
trict, should  the  scheme  prove  financially  practicable.  It 
comprised — 

(1)  The  whole  of  the  parishes  of  Dumfries  Landward  and 

Caerlaverock,  including  the  existing  Special  Districts 
of  Dumfries  Landward,  Net  her  wood,  Kelton  and 
Craigs,  Glencaple  and  Blackshaw. 

(2)  The  eastern  part  of  the  parish  of  Holywood. 

(3)  The  southern  part  of  the  parish  of  Kirkmahoe,  including 

Kirkton. 

(4)  The  whole  area  supplied  by  the  Rockhall  Estate 

scheme,  along  with  certain  other  properties  in  the 
parish  of  ToiThorwald. 

(5)  The  village  of  Amisfield,  with  certain  adjacent  pro- 

perties in  Tinwald. 

Visits  were  paid  to  practically  all  the  projjcrties 
situated  in  the  area,  reports  Jiiade  on  the  existing  water 
supplies,  and  a number  of  samples  analysed. 

Although  the  engineer’s  report  ha<l  not  been  received 
by  the  (>iid  of  tlu*  y('ar  under  di.scussion,  it  was  alrejuly 
('vident  that  the  eost  of  the  scheme,  which  would  entail 
over  82  miles  of  j)ij)ing,  was  likely  to  be  greater  than  could 
he  borne  by  the  rateable  value  of  the  district  to  be  supplied. 
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The  supplies  to  the  existing  Special  Water  Districts 
were  kept  under  supervision.  That  to  Ruthwell  and 
Raffles  required  special  attention,  in  consequence  of  the 
amount  of  organic  matter  in  the  reservoir  and  the  encrusta- 
tion of  the  pipes,  which  was  interfering  with  supply  to 
some  parts  of  the  area.  A number  of  samples  were  taken 
from  the  inflow,  having  regard  to  the  recent  rainfall.  It 
was  found  that  when  heavy  lain  followed  dry  weather, 
the  water  entering  the  reservoir  became  distinctly  acid. 
Addition  of  lime-stone  to  neutralise  the  acid  and 
refliling  the  filter  with  fresh  sand  effected  an  improvement. 

The  other  public  supplies  require  no  special  comment. 

Investigation  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  Hightae 
area  and  neighbourhood  were  continued. 

Disposal  of  Sewage  and  Pollution  of  Streams. 

(1)  Nithsuale.— Improvement  in  regard  to  the  pol- 
lution of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Nith  by  coal  washings 
had  been  noted  during  the  eai’lier  period  of  the  year.  During 
the  coal  .strike  the  pits  were  idle,  and  pollution  from  their 
washings  was  non-existent. 

The  sewage  works  at  Kirkconnel  did  not  give  rise  to 
any  .serious  complaint.  They  are  now  working  at,  or  over, 
the  full  capacity  for  which  they  were  designed,  and  their 
continued  efficiency  will  depend  on  the  fluctuations  of  the 
village  population. 

The  effluent  fiom  the  Creamery  at  Sanquhar  still  gives 
trouble  occa.sionally,  but  a|>pea]'s  to  have  Ijcen  rather 
more  satisfactory  than  in  former  years. 

At  Sanquhar  progress  has  been  made  with  the  s<;henu' 
for  improving  the  .sewage  dispo.sal  plant. 

The  nio.st  important  step  taken  towards  the  pui'ilica- 
tion  of  the  Nith  during  the  year  was  the  decision  of  the 
'^riiornhill  Di.strict  (.'ormnittee  to  cany  out  ex1ensiv('  altera-  | 
tions  on  the  exi.sting  sewage  system  at  'riiornhill,  which 
has  been,  for  a considerable  time,  the  sulqect  of  adverse 
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report  and  criticism.  The  inefficiency  of  the  system  was 
evidenced  in  two  wa3^s — (1)  by  the  very  objt^ctionable  smells 
which  were  experienced  both  at  the  north  sewage  works  and 
in  the  village  itself,  and  (2)  by  the  unsatisfactorj”^  nature  of 
the  effluent  which  reached  the  river.  Three  cause.s  appear 
to  have  been  responsible  for  this — the  unsati.sfactory  levels 
of  the  main  server,  the  fact  that  the  north  works  were  of  an 
obsolete  type  and  in  a derelict  condition,  and  the  inclusion, 
along  with  domestic  sewage,  of  trade  waste,  which  materi- 
ally increased  the  difficulty  of  producing  a satisfactory 
effluent. 

In  August,  1925,  instructions  were  sent  to  31i'  W.  C. 
Easton,  M.  Cons.  E.,  to  report  on  the  existing  system,  and 
to  advise  as  to  the  practicabiUt}'^  of  adapting  the  existing 
sewage  works  in  the  installation  of  an  up-to-date  scheme. 

His  report  was  received  in  March,  192(i.  It  descriljed 
the  existing  sj'^stem  as  extremel}'^  unsatisfactory,  recom- 
mended the  abandonment  of  both  the  existing  sewage 
works,  and  the  provision  of  about  1040  yards  of  new  main 
sewer,  and  suggested  alternative  sites  for  the  construction 
of  new'  works  beside  the  Nith. 

Mr  F.  W.  Harris,  F.I.C.,  Chemist  to  the  Corjxiration 
of  Glasgow',  to  whom  samples  of  sewage,  taken  at  various 
parts  of  the  system,  had  been  submitted,  reported  that 
the  domestic  sewage  dealt  with  was  comparatively  weak, 
but  that  w'hen  it  reached  the  works  it  was  about  double 
its  ])revious  strength,  owing  to  the  addition  of  the  trade 
effluent  referred  to  above,  and  that  this  mixed  sew'agc  was 
of  a highly  polluting  nature,  less  amenable  to  biological 
ti'eatment  than  is  ordinary  sewage. 

I'he  whole  question  was  thoroughly  discu.ssed  bj'  the 
Thornhill  Special  Drainage  8ub-committee  and  the  Thorn- 
hill District  Committee,  a tnnnber  of  meetings  with  the 
engineer  were  held,  and  many  saiviples  of  the  sewage — 
domestic,  trade,  and  final  effluent  from  the  works — were 
analysed.  It  was  finally  decided  to  dej)art  from  the  itlea 
of  building  new  works  at  or  near  the  existing  north  site, 


29 


and  Mr  Easton  was  instructed  to  report  on  the  possibility 
of  getting  a suitable  site  near  Holmhill.  This  site,  after 
levels  had  been  taken,  jn-oved  to  be  practicable,  and  both 
the  District  Committee  and  the  County  Council  have 
approved  the  final  scheme,  which  entails — 

(1)  The  abandonment  of  the  two  existing  sewage  disposal 

works. 

(2)  The  construction  of  about  1040  yards  of  new  main 

.sewer  from  the  Gas  Works  to  the  “ Conduit.” 

(3)  The  con.struction  of  about  880  yards  of  new  main  sewer 

from  the  bottom  of  Gill  Road  to  the  selected  site  at 
Holmhill. 

(4)  The  construction  of  new  sewage  disposal  works  at 

Holmhill. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £8900. 

3’he  works  at  the  Arrol-Johnston  Factory  continue  to 
giv(‘  a satisfactory  effluent. 

'I’he  condition  of  the  tidal  portion  of  the  Nith  is 
unchanged. 

Matters  at  Moniaive  remain  as  when  la.st  reported  on. 
The  need  for  a proper  sy.stem  of  sewage  disposal  is  clamant, 
but  the  provision  of  a more  .sati.sfactory  water  supply  is 
a necessary  f)reliminary  to  any  .scheme  for  dealing  with  the 
sewage. 


(2)  Ann.anoale.  — The  effluent  from  Moffat  Hurgh 
Sewage  Works,  which  is  the  only  .serious  pollution  in  the 
upper  j)art  of  the  river,  is  still  under  the  considei'ation  of 
the  Town  Council,  who  have  called  in  an  engineer  to  advise 
them  as  to  the  be.st  tnethod  of  improving  the  exi.sting 
sewage  works  so  as  to  bring  them  up  to  modei'u  refiuirements. 

The  effluents  from  Lockerbie,  Lochmaben  and  Kettle- 
holm  works  have  not  given  cause  for  complaint.  That 
from  Ajinan  is  di.scharged  into  tidal  waters,  as  is  the  sewage 
from  Gretna  and  Eastriggs  townships. 
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(3)  Eskdale. — The  works  at  Langholm  continue  to 
give  a satisfactory  effluent.  The  sewage  from  Rowan - 
burn  passes  almost  directly  into  the  Liddel,  where  the 
dilution  has  hitherto  proved  sufficient  to  prevent  serious 
nuisance. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

MiT.K  ANT)  D.AIRIE.S  (.SCOTLAND)  ACT.  1914. 

The  Bye-laws,  made  under  .Section  8 of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  by  all  the  Local  Authorities 
in  Dumfriesshire  except  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries,  were 
confirmed  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  during  1926. 

It  had  been  pointed  out  during  discussion  of  those 
Bye-laws  that,  although  the  Act  grants  exemption  to 
persons  who  seU  milk  only  in  small  quantities,  no  such 
exemption  is  extended  to  hidler,  and  that  this  was  likely 
to  raise  difficulties  in  Dumfriesshire,  where  there  are  many 
people  keeping  a few  cows  for  their  own  use,  or,  again, 
keeping  cows  for  calf-rearing  purposes,  who  have  a small 
quantity  of  butter  for  sale  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year. 
As  it  seemed  impracticable  to  apply  the  Bye-laws  intended 
for  the  regular  dairy  trade  to  such  cases,  a sjiecial  Bye-law 
was  framed,  giving  the  Local  Authoritj'  power  to  modify 
the  provisions  dealing  with  the  structure  of  byres  in  cases 
where  registration  was  required  solely  on  account  of  a small 
amount  of  butter  being  made  and  sold  at  certain  |X'riods 
of  the  year. 

I'lie  work  of  inspection  was  carried  out  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  majority  of  the  larger  dairies  were  reporterl 
on  to  the  various  Local  Authorities.  A number  of  small 
byres  coming  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bye-law  referred 
to  above  still  remained  to  be  reported  on.  Many  of  those 
can  only  be  visited  during  summer,  when  the  regular  work 
of  inspection  is  lightest. 

The  number  of  applications  for  registration  received 
during  1926  from  dairymen  in  the  County  Districts  was 
()f)7.  Of  those  93  were  from  Thornhill  District,  52  from 
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Dumfries,  169  from  Annan,  177  from  Lockerbie,  and  166 
from  Langholm  Districts. 

The  total  number  of  ajjplications  received  from  the 
Districts  since  the  Act  came  into  force  until  31st  Decetnber, 
1926,  is  1266.  Of  those  287  have  been  from  Thornhill. 
167  from  Dumfries,  311  from  Annan,  310  from  Lockerliie, 
and  191  from  Langholm  Districts. 

The  number  of  jjremises  which  had  been  reported  to 
the  various  District  Committees  and  considered  as  to  their 
suitability  by  31st  December,  1926,  was  730. 

Those  were  classified  under  five  headings  : — • 

L Premises  which  conformed,  in  all  material  respects,  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Bye-laws. 

II.  Premi.ses  which  fell  short  of  the  requirements,  in  greater 

or  less  degree,  but  which  appeared  suitable  for  regi- 
stration, subject  to  their  being  brought  up  to  standarrl 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

III.  Premises  from  which  only  a small  quantity  of  surplus 

butter  is  sold. 

I\'.  Fh-emi.ses  which  fell  short  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Bye-laws  in  a serious  degree,  and  which  were  recom- 
mended for  individual  consideration  by  the  District 
Committees. 

V.  Premises  in  respect  of  which  rcgi.stration  aj)j)eaT'cd  to 
be  unnecessary. 


The  details  for  the 

various 

Districts 

were 

: — 

I. 

II. 

TIL 

TV. 

V. 

Total. 

Thornhill  Di.strict  .. 

. 16 

93 

79 

39 

5 

232 

Dumfries  Di.strict  .. 

. 12 

68 

25 

60 

5 

170 

Annan  District 

. 6 

79 

37 

25 

. . . 

147 

Lockerbie  District  .. 

. 14 

74 

21 

4 

... 

1 13 

Langholm  District 

1 

20 

44 

3 

... 

68 

Total 

. 49 

334 

206 

131 

10 

730 
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The  number  of  dairies  which  had  f)een  placed  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  1926  was  701. 


The  inspections  made  by  the  Veterinary  Inspec-tors 
w'ere  as  follows  : — 


Thornhill  District . . 
Dumfries  District 
Annan  District 
Lockerbie  District 
Langholm  District 


260 

422 

250 

239 

103 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1274 

Among  the  principal  structural  defects  found  when 
examining  dairy  premises  for  registra  ion,  insufficient  light- 
ing in  byres  is  probably  the  commonest.  The  Bye-laws 
require  1 -75  square  feet  of  lighting  area  per  cow  in  exi.sting 
byres,  and  2 square  feet  in  new  l\vTes.  In  very  few  instances 
are  those  standards  attained  to  ; probably  at  lea.st  per 
cent,  of  the  existing  byres  in  the  County  have  a lighting 
area  of  less  than  O-o  square  feet  |)er  cow.  Thi.s  defect  is 
serious,  for  two  main  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  a badly 
lighted  byre  is  seldom  kept  as  clean  as  one  which  is  pro{x*rly 
lit,  and,  the  absence  of  light  being  favourable  to  bacterial 
growth,  the  probability  of  bacterial  contamination  of  the 
milk  is  much  increased.  In  the  second  place,  the  rclatioTi- 
ship  between  bad  lighting  and  tuberculosis  is  now  well 
established,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
prevalence  of  tuberculo.sis  among  dairy  cattlt*  is  due.  in 
considerable  degree,  to  tin*  insufficient  lighting  of  byres. 
In  the  stud}'  of  human  tuberculosis  it  is  recognised  that 
sunlight  is  one  of  the  most  potent  agencies  in  the  pre- 
vention, as  well  as  the  cim*.  of  the  disease,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  what  is  true  of  human  Inungs  holds 
good,  in  this  relatioji,  of  eat  tie  also.  Fortunately  this 
defect  is  one  which  can  generally  be  remedied  without  much 
difficulty. 

Ventilation  \Aas  generally  found  reasonably  adequate, 
although  in  many  byres,  especially  the  older  ones,  the 
oj)enings  for  inlet  ventilation  are  placed  much  too  high. 
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The  proper  place  for  inlet  ventilation  is  as  near  to  the  level 
of  the  feeding  troughs  as  possible.  Thus  a current  of  fresh 
air  enters  close  to  the  cow's  head.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  ventilating  openings  ai-e  placed  near  the  wall  head,  the 
cool  air  which  enters,  being  heavier  than  the  heated  air  iji 
the  byi'e,  descends  on  the  cows’  backs,  chilling  them  and 
creating  draughts. 

Amongst  the  smaller  byres,  the  ab.senee  of  steam 
sterilizers  for  cleansing  utensils  is  a common  deff'ct,  anfl 
in  many  in.stances  only  the  domestic  hot  water  sujiply  is 
available  for  this  purpose.  Hot  water  cari'ied  from  the 
dwelling-hou.se  to  the  dairy  is  not  sufficient  to  destroy  the 
more  re.si.stant  organi.sms  found  in  milk  utensils.  In  .some 
instances  where  there  was  neither  a .steam  sterilizer  nor  a 
domestic  hot  watei-  supply,  it  has  been  suggested  that  a 
boiler  be  fitted  up  in  the  dairy,  and  a Jjipe  cai'iied  to  the 
kitchen  of  the  dweIling-hou.se  to  provide  hot  water  there. 
This  is  a plan  that  might  be  con.sidered  in  many  of  the 
smaller  dairies. 

'I’he  practice  of  wearing  overalls  while  milking  is  increas- 
ing, and  grooming  of  cows  is  now  more  commonly  carried 
out  than  was  formerly  the  ca.se.  It  is  during  the  handling 
of  milk  at  the  dairy  that  the  greatest  danger  of  pollution 
occurs,  and  it  is  on  the  care  exercised  at  this  stage  that  the 
keeping  qualities  of  the  milk  mainly  dejx'nd.  One  source 
of  pollution,  which  has  frequently  becji  reported,  is  the 
retention  of  newly  calved  cows  in  the  daii-y  byi’c.  ’i'he 
Bye-laws  forbid  mixing  milk  from  a newly  calved  cow  with 
other  milk  for  three  days  after  calving,  but  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  such  a cow  being  kept  among.st  the  others. 
It  is  certainly  very  unde.sirable  that  a cow  which  has 
retained  the  after-birth  should  be  in  a byre  from  which 
milk  is  being  produced  for  human  consumption. 

An  interesting  ca.se  occurred  during  the  year  showing 
the  danger  of  a person  who  is  a “ carrier  ” of  any  infectious 
di.sea.se  being  employed  to  handle  milk.  In  February.  I 
received  intimation  from  Edinburgh  that  five  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  had  occurred  in  that  city,  all  of  whom  got 
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milk  from  a dairy  in  Dumfriesshire.  The  farm  was  visited, 
and  it  was  discovered  that  a woman  milker  had  suffered 
from  typhoid  fever  in  1904  — twenty-two  years  before. 
Samples  of  blood,  faeces,  and  urine  were  taken  from  all 
persons  engaged  about  the  dairy,  and  the  blood  of  the 
woman  in  question  was  found  to  give  a positive  Widal 
reaction  in  a dilution  of  1 in  50,  and  a partially  positive  in 
1 in  150.  All  the  other  bloods  tested  gave  a negative 
result.  She  was  at  once  prohibited  from  doing  any  work 
about  the  dairy,  and  consented  to  go  to  Lochmaben 
Hospital  for  observation.  Specimens  of  dejecta  were 
sent  from  the  hospital,  and  from  those,  typical  typhoid 
bacilli,  agglutinating  in  high  dilution  ^vith  positive  serum, 
were  obtained. 

No  further  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  Ekiin- 
burgh  after  this  woman’s  connection  with  the  suspected 
milk  supply  ceased.  It  is  presumed  that  the  “ carrier  ” 
condition  had  persisted  in  her  case  for  about  twenty-two 
years,  though  it  is  probable  that  the  infeccivity  was  inter- 
mittent. The  woman’s  movements  during  the  time  that 
had  elapsed  since  her  attack  of  typhoid  were  traced,  and 
communications  sent  to  the  medical  officers  of  every 
district  in  which  she  had  lived,  but  no  history  of  aii}*  other 
case  of  typhoid  ascribed  to  her  could  Ix"  obtained.  She 
left  the  County,  after  being  discharged  from  Lochmaben, 
and,  I understand,  has  given  up  dairy  work. 


Mjlk  (Special  Design.\tions)  Order  (Scotland),  1923. 

The  following  are  the  dairies  which  are  licensed  under 
this  Order  : — 


District. 

Thornhill 


Anmui 

Lockerbie 


Premises. 

Barr,  Sanquhar 
Knockenjigg,  Kirkconnel 
Dalpeddar,  Sanquhar 
Kinmount,  Annan  ... 
Hunterhouso,  Ix)ckerl)ie 
Halldykes,  Ix)ckerbie 
Holms,  Beattock 
Blackford,  St.  Mungo 


Grade. 

...  Grade  A.  (T.T.). 
...  Certitied. 

...  Grade  A.  (T.T.). 
...  Certified. 

...  Grade  A.  (T.T.). 
...  Grade  A.  (T.T.). 
...  Grade  A.  (T.T.). 
...  Grade  A.  (T.T.). 
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Samples  of  milk  from  these  dairies  were  examined  at 
frequent  intervals  throughout  the  year.  The  bacteriological 
and  chemical  results  were  satisfactory. 

Tuberculosis  among  Dairy  Cattle. 

Amongst  the  cattle  slaughtered  under  the  Tnhc'i- 
culosis  Order  of  1925  were  77  cows  from  registered  dairies. 
Amongst  those  57  shewed  the  disease  in  “ advanced  ” and 
15  in  “ not  advanced  ” condition.  In  5 cases  tuberculosis 
was  not  detected. 

Fifteen  of  those  cows  were  detected  by  the  County 
\'eterinary  Inspectors,  .‘Id  were  reported  by  Veterinary 
Practitioners,  and  20  by  owners. 

Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

The  cleansing  of  the  .smaller  villages,  where,  the  valua- 
tion is  too  small  to  permit  of  a ISpecial  Scavenging  District 
being  formed,  still  pre.sents  difficulties. 

f'he  removal  of  r(‘fu.se  in  the  exi.sting  Districts  is 
generally  sati.sfactory,  but  the  method  of  forming  dumps 
is,  in  many  instances,  capable  of  improvement.  Very  often 
a mixture  of  all  kinds  of  refuse,  organic  and  inorganic,  is 
tipped  over  a bank  and  allowed  to  form  a heap  majiy  feet 
in  height.  In  this  fermentation  jjroceeds,  and  combustible 
gases  may  be  formed.  'I'he  duni])  geneially  contains  a 
good  deal  of  dirty  j)aper,  which  adds  to  the  nuisarjce  j)ro- 
duced  when  it  catches  fire,  as  it  frequently  does. 

If  the  refu.se  were  s])read  in  layeis,  each  covei'ed  with 
soil  after  being  laid  down,  the  risk  of  nuisance,  and  par- 
ticularly that  which  results  from  the  rubbish  going  on  fire, 
would  be  much  reduced. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts, 

I'ive  inspections  of  factories  and  thirty-five  inspections 
of  workshops  were  made  by  the  Inspectors  in  the  C(»unty 
Districts  during  the  year.  No  serious  faults  were  found. 
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Notices  were  sent  regarding  necessity  for  lime-washing  (1). 
and  faulty  ventilation  (1).  The  defects  were  remf*died  in 
both  cases. 

No  defects  were  referred  tf>  H.M.  Inspector,  and  no 
prosecutions  were  instituted. 

Outworkers  were  kept  under  supervision.  No 
instances  of  oiitwork  being  eaiiied  on  in  unwholesome 
premises  were  fo\ind. 


Slaughter-Houses. 

The  number  of  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  remains  as 
before,  the  question  of  limiting  the  number  in  Thornhill 
District  and  reorganising  the  methods  of  inspection  being 
still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Seventy-three  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  premises  licensed  remain  as  during  last  year, 
viz.  : — 

(1)  A Bone-boiling  business  at  Thornhill. 

(2)  A Knackery  at  Mosspark. 

(3)  A Manure  Factory  at  IMosspark. 

(4)  A Tallow-melting  Factory  at  Racks. 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN 


Area,  383  acres. 

Population. — The  population  at  tlie  Census  of  1921 
was  3928.  The  estimated  population  for  1920  was  3707. 

Births.— The  total  number  of  bii’ths  registered  in  the 
Burgh  during  1926  was  87  (males  49,  females  38).  The 
figure  is  not  affected  by  transfers,  the  numbers  transferred 
“out”  and  “in”  being  identical.  The  birth-rate  was 
23-0  per  1000  of  the  population,  this  being  an  increase  on 
the  ])revious  year  when  the  rate  ’\\as  20-3.  The  averages 
for  the  three  last  decades  have  been  : — ■ 


Ten  births,  or  1 To  of  the  total,  were  illegitimate. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registeied  during  1926 
was  47.  Corrected  for  transfers,  the  number  is  53  (25 
males,  28  females).  4’he  death-rate,  corrected  for  transfers 
and  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  12-9  per  1000 
of  the  population.  This  is  a considerable  reduction  on  the 
previous  year,  when  the  rate  was  17-4.  The  averages  for 
the  last  three  decades  have  been  ; — 


'rhe  deaths  from  various  causes  are  shown  in  age 
groups  in  the  following  table  : — 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


...  29-692 
...  28-947 
...  21-543 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1910-1920  ... 


...  20-903 
...  14-946 
...  15-456 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN.— DEATHS  EN  1926. 


Cause  or  Death. 

All 

i ages. 

-1 

1- 

ho- 

|l5—  25- 

35-  45-  55-  65- 

75-85- 

r>erl« 

Enteric  Fever 

1 1 

1 

Typhus  Fever 

Smallpox  . . . . 

Measles  . . . . 

I 

... 

1 



1 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough  . 

Diphtheria  . . . . 

...| 

...) 

Influenza  . . . . 

1 

I 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

...1... 

... 

... 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

• •• 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

{ 

■ • . 

... 

1 

• ••1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

---1 
1 1- 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

• • • 

1 

Malignant  Tumours 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

1 02 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 

Apoplexy  . . . . 

9 

o 

1 

.•) 

Heart  Disease 

i 

0 

i 

2 4| 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

3 

"i 

rol 

Bronchitis  .... 

5 

1 

1 

1 

U ol 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

■ 

1 

i 

0*27 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

1 

1 

1 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  ; ... 

... 

"i 

... 

6'h 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

... 

... 

O'Sl 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 

1 

... 

1 

0-27 

2 

O 

1 

Suicide 

... 

()‘r>4 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 

3 

... 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 
Ill -Defined  Diseases 

i| 

1 

... 

...  1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

O' 31 
I'.Sfl 
0-4i 

Total 

83 

4 I 

0 

‘*1 

1 

3 ' 

2 

0 

15 

11 ; 

6 i 

12'ii 

J 


Jt  will  be  oWvved  timt  the  number  of  deaths  a,.crihed 
idmoiimy  Tiiberoiilosis  and  to  Influenza  shows  a 
onstderable  reduction  on  the  figures  of  the  previous  year. 

infn  ^ tleaths  of  infants  under  one  year  1’he 

infant, le  n.ortality,  ealeulat,.d  peV  lno„  births,  was  4-,-9. 
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This  is  a gi-eat  reduction  on  the  previous  year,  but  when 
dealing  with  such  small  totals  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
fluctuations  of  this  sort.  The  corresponding  figure  in 
1925  was  132.  During  the  decade  191 1-1920  it  averaged  85. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received,  which  is  ten  less  than  in  1925. 

Sixteen  cases  of  Scarlatina,  affecting  fifteen  house- 
holds, were  notified.  Ten  of  those  occurred  between 
26th  June  and  12th  July.  Certain  characteristics  of  this 
small  outbreak  suggested  that  the  disease  might  be  milk- 
spread,  but,  though  the  suspected  dairy  was  visited  on 
several  occasions,  and  the  persons  engaged  in  handling 
milk  were  medically  examined,  no  confirmation  of  the 
suggestion  could  be  olitained.  The  disease  was  fairly  mild 
in  type,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Of  the  sixteen  cases, 
fifteen  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Six  cases  of  Dij)htheria,  affecting  four  households, 
were  notified.  All  occurred  during  the  early  j)art  of  the 
■year.  All  were  removed  to  Hospital.  The  nature  of 
the  disease  was  confii'med  by  bacteriological  examination 
in  each  case. 

Five  cases  of  hlrysipelas,  one  of  Pulmonary  1 uber- 
culosis,  and  two  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Knteric  hever  noi'  of  Smallj)OX. 
The  Registrar  intimated  receipt  of  31  Objections  to 
Vaccination. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  are  abstracted  from 
the  returns  made  to  the  Board  of  Health  : 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified 
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Housing. — The  enumeration  made  in  1926  gave  the 
total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Bmgh  as  998. 
Of  those,  61  were  houses  of  one  apartment  with  a popu- 
lation of  194,  equivalent  to  3-18  persons  per  room. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  were  two-roomed 
houses,  with  a population  of  856,  which  is  equivalent  to 
1-87  persons  per  room. 

Reports  were  made  on  a number  of  houses  which  fail 
below  the  standard  of  habitability,  especially  in  Hay’s 
Place,  Fairfield  Place,  and  High  Street.  Most  of  those 
had  been  reported  on  before,  and  would  probably  have 
been  dealt  with  were  other  accommodation  available  for 
the  tenants.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  recollected 
that  the  number  of  insanitary  properties  in  the  Burgh 
constitute  a serious  problem,  which  is  likely  to  grow  more 
pres.sing  every  year.  Of  33  dwelling-houses  and  1 hotel 
specially  reported  on  by  me  since  December,  1924,  1 has 
been  satisfactorily  repaired,  7 have  been  partially  repaired, 
and  in  26  there  is  no  improvement. 

Water  Supply. — This  has  been  ample  and  of  good 
quahty  during  the  year.  The  consumpt  was  less  than 
usual,  and  it  has  been  sugge.sted  that  the  coal  strike,  by 
limiting  the  amount  of  hot  water  available,  was  jcsponsiblc 
for  this.  The  reservoir,  pipes,  filters,  and  fittings  have 
been  regularly  inspected.  Only  a few  comj)laints  were 
received,  and  those  were  put  right  at  once. 

Drains  and  Sewers. — Those  proved  sattsfactory  tlimugh- 
out  the  year.  No  complaints  were  received. 

Nuisances. — Intimations  were  served  under  Section  19 
of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  in  regard  to 
31  nuisances.  All  th  se  were  abated  without  need  for 
further  action. 

One  hunch'efl  and  eighteen  other  matters  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  under  various  sections  of 
the  Burgh  Police  Acts. 
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Slaughter-house. — The  municipal  slaughter-house  has 
been  kept  under  constant  supervision.  It  is  kept  clean, 
and  is  well  conducted.  The  animals  killed  during  the  year 
were  : — Cattle,  470;  sheep,  1791  ; pigs,  .368;  calves,  142. 
Two  carcases  of  beef,  seven  of  mutton,  and  three  of  pork 
were  seized  as  unfit  for  human  food,  condemned  and 
destroyed. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  Fellmongers’  e.stablishment  in 
Port  Street  is  the  only  place  licensed  in  the  Burgh.  It 
has  been  frequently  visited,  and  always  found  clean  and 
well  conducted. 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 


Area,  349  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Census  in  1921  this  was  1700 
(males  851,  females  849).  The  estimated  population  for 
192(5  was  1757. 

Births.- — 34  were  registered  during  the  year,  1 trans- 
ferred out  and  2 transfeired  in,  making  a final  total  of  35 
(males  17,  females  18).  This  is  equal  to  a birth-rate  of 
19-9  per  1000,  a considerable  decrease  on  1925,  when  the 
births  were  45  and  the  birth-rate  25-3. 

The  averages  for  the  last  three  decades  have  been  : — 


Illegitimate  births  numbered  2,  or  5-9  per  cent,  of  the 
total. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  were  13  and  there  was 
1 tran.sfer  in,  making  a total  of  14  (10  male,  4 female). 
The  death-rate,  corrected  for  transfers  and  adjusted  for 
age  and  sex  distribution,  was  7-8  per  1000  of  the  population. 
That  for  1925  was  12-3.  The  averages  for  the  last  throe 
decades  have  been  : — 


As  the  total  po])ulation  is  small,  little  emphasis  cati 
he  laid  on  annual  variations. 

The  deaths  from  various  cau.ses  arc  shown  in  age- 
groups  in  the  following  table  : — 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


...  26-7. 
...  25-0. 
...  24-9. 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


..  17-02. 
..  18-19. 
..  14-70. 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR.— DEATHS  IN  I92G, 


Cause  or  Death. 


Enteric  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

Apoplexy 

Heart  Disease 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant! 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c. 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 
Suicide 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 
Other  Defined  Diseases  . 
Ill-Defined  Diseases 


Total 


All 

?es. 

-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

26- 

36- 

46- 

55-66- 

75-  65- 

... 

1 

• • • 

t 

; 

' 

... 

3 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

O 

... 

14 

1 

... 

... 

••  • 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

... 

per 


1*1 

1*3 


o-i 


2i 

•• 

-•( 


Infantile  Mortality. — 'rhore  weiv  no  doath.s  of  ohildipn 
under  one  year  of  age.  'Phe  Infantile  Mortality  i.s  theiefore 
nil. 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  notifications  leceived  wore 
eleven— seven  cases  of  Scarlatina,  two  of  Diphtlieria,  one 
of  Erysipelas,  and  one  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

The  cases  of  Scarlatina  affected  six  households.  Five 
of  the  seven  cases  occurred  during  April,  constituting  a 
small  outbreak,  chiefly  in  Tlowie’s  Road.  All  wei-e  notified 
within  forty-eight  hours  and  removed  to  Hospital  at  once. 
Iheie  V as  no  extension  of  the  outbreak.  The  remaining 
two  cases  occurred  during  November. 

Of  the  two  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  was  in  a visitor 
who  had  been  in  Sanquhar  for  less  than  a week.  It  could 
not  be  determined  whether  infection  had  taken  j)lace  in  the 
burgh  or  before  arrival. 

All  the  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  of  Diphtheria'  were 
removed  to  Hospital. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
were  intimatcfl  during  the  year. 

The  Registrar  reported  7 Objections  to  Vaccination. 

The  following  table  is  summarised  from  that  furnished 
to  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  : — 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 
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Housing. — In  order  to  mitigate  the  overcrowding 
referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  a furtlier  provision  of 
municipal  houses  was  considered  by  the  Town  Council 
dming  the  year,  and,  at  the  time  of  writing,  plans  are 
being  prepared. 

Sewage  Works. — Reference  to  the  effluents  from  the 
Burgh  will  be  found  on  page  27. 

The  Water  Supply  continues  satisfactory.  The 
Common  Lodging-house  and  the  Slaughter-house  have  not 
given  cause  for  complaint. 

The  premises  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1914 — a Creamery  and  two  Dairies — have 
been  well  conducted. 

Workshops. — Two  inspections  were  made,  and  one 
letter  written  regarding  a defect,  which  was  remedied. 


Six  inspections  of  sewage  works  were  made,  and  four 
drain  tests  supervised. 


on. 


IVo  alleged  nuisances  were  investigated  and  reported 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 


Area,  453  acres. 

Population.— The  population  at  the  C’ensiis  of  1921 
was  2344  (male  1041,  female  1303).  The  e.stimate  for 
1926  is  2243. 


Births. — There  Avere  41  births  registered  during  the 
year.  Trau.sfei’s  were  1 in  a?id  1 out.  leaving  the  total  41 
(18  male,  23  female).  The  birth-rate  was  lS-3  jx^r  l(MH) 
living.  There  were  4 illegitimate  births,  equivalent  to 
9-7  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  jirevious  year  was  21 ‘7.  The 
average  rates  fc>r  tlu*  three  last  decades  wei'e  : — 

1891-1900  26-7. 

1901-1910 21-3. 

1911-1920  oo.. 


Deaths.  Hu'  deaths  registered  were  32.  Correeted 
for  tran.sfers,  in  and  out,  the  figure  is  .34  (17  male.  17 
f('male).  33iis.  adju.sted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  gives 
a (leath-rate  of  13-8  ixw  lOOd.  The  rate  for  1025  was 

1 0-3.  and  the  average  rales  for  the  last  three  decades  have 
b(>eji  :• — 


1891-19tM»  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


...  15-0. 
...  14-4. 
...  14-9. 


The  causes  of  death,  elas  ihed  in  age-periods  are 
shown  in  the  following  table;- 


49 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE.— DEATHS  IN  1926. 


Cause  or  Death. 


Enteric  Fever 
ifyphus  Fever 
Hmallpox 
^Iea^les 
ricarlet  Fever 
►Vhooping-cough 
piphtheria 
Influenza 

encephalitis  Lethargica 
I erebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Uther  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
[Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

Other  Tuberculous  Disea.se.s 
^lalignant  Tmnours 
ilheumatic  Fever  . 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 
iVpoplexy 
rleart  Disease 
I diseases  of  Arteries 
Oronohitis  . 
pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

pppendicitis 
nivwDisease.s  (not  Malignant) 
r^phritis  (Bright’s  Di.sease) 

I uerperal  Sepsis 
Pther  Diseases  and  Accidents 
Pregnancy,  (fee.  . 

of  Early  Infancy  and 
, Mnlfonnations 
piuoide 

(excluding  Suicide) 
Defined  Diseases  . 

I 'Defined  Diseases 

Total 


All 

ages. 


-1 ; 1- 


1 

10 


1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

34 


5-  10-15-25-35-146- 


55- 


65-175- 


85 


Rates 
per  1000 


...  I 


10 


0-82 


0-41 

I'lO 


1-64 

0-41 


0-82 


0'82 

0.41 

0.82 

0-41 
2-87 
0 41 

13-8 


Infantile  Mortality. -Doath.s  of  children  under  I year 
numhered  2.  This  is  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality 
of  40  per  1000  births.  The  rate  in  the  previous  year  was  80. 


1 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-six  notifications  of  In- 
fectious Disease  were  received — I ‘I  of  iScarlatina,  H of 
Diphtheria,  1 of  Erysipelas,  1 of  Infective  Jaundice,  1 of 
Malaria,  1 of  Pneumonia,  and  3 of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
This  is  four  less  than  the  total  for  1925. 

The  Scarlatina  cases  affected  twelve  houses.  The 
majority  occurred  early  in  the  }'ear.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  disease  had  been  rather  prevalent  in  the  Burgh 
during  the  last  quarter  of  1925.  Twelve  patients  were 
removed  to  Hospital  and  one  isolated  at  home. 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  June,  three 
in  July,  and  one  in  October.  Five  of  the  patients  were 
found  to  be  bacteriologically  Diphtheria.  All  were 
removed  to  Hospital. 

All  the  tuberculous  patients  were  removed  to  Sana- 
torium. 

The  Registrar  reported  5 Objections  to  Vaccination. 

The  following  figures  are  abstracted  from  the  return 
furnished  to  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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52 


Housing.—  During  the  year  plans  for  6 new  dwelling- 
houses,  1 1 alterations  on  dwelling-houses,  and  1 1 other 
apj)lications  were  passed  by  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court. 


Common  Lodging-house. — This  was  kept  under  super- 
vision (luring  the  year,  and  was  found  to  be  well  conducted. 

Water  Supply.^ — This  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 
No  ooinj)laints  were  received  during  the  j’car. 

Sewage  Works. — Those  were  overhauled  during  the 
year  and  defects  remedied. 

Slaughter-house. — ddiis  was  kept  under  constant  .super- 
vision. It  is  well  conducted.  Xinetcen  .seizures  of  meat 
were  made  during  the  year  l\v  the  Sanitary  Insjx'ctor. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — Two  arc  registered, 
'riicy  were  inspected  ivgularly  and  found  well  conducted. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — Ibuty-tlrn'e  visits  were 
mad('  and  no  irn'gularitics  found. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT 


Area,  305  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Census  of  1921  this  was  2420 
(male  1087,  female  1339).  The  estimate  for  1920  is  2542. 

Births.— The  births  registered  were  27.  Corrected  for 
tran.sfers,  the  figure  is  33  (10  male,  17  female).  This  is 
equivajent  to  a birth-rate  of  13  per  1000.  Three  births, 
or  9 per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  previous  year  was  10-7.  The 
averages  for  the  last  three  decades  have  been  : — 


Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  were  23.  Corrected 
for  transfers,  the  figure  is  24  (12  male,  12  female),  which, 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  gives  a death-rate  of 
7-7  per  1000.  In  the  previous  year  this  was  10-7.  The 
averages  for  the  three  last  decades  have  been  : — 


The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age-groups, 
are  given  in  the  following  table  ; — 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


...  18-5. 
...  15-7. 
...  lb-3. 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


...  15-7. 
...  12-0. 
...  13-9. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT.— DEATHS  EN  1926. 


Cause  or  Death. 

1 All 
' ages. 

1 

|-1 

1- 

5- 

10- 

' ius 

16-25-35-45-  55-  65-  75-  86- 

Flnff^rio 

Typhus  Fever 

Smallpox  . . . . 

. . . . 

' 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough  . 

Diphtheria  . . . . 

1 

1 

. 

1 

i'l 

a 9 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis . 

1 

1 

- 

1 

... 

I 

0-4 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 

1 

1 ..  ..  oi 

•( 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

..  . 

Apoplexy  . . . . 

Heart  Disease 

5 ... 

I 2 ...  1 « 

1 T 1 0-9f 

3 ' ... 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

Bronchitis  .... 

' 

. • . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

0 

1 

1 OM 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

Appendictis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
ot  Pregnancy,  ic.  . 

1 

...  1 

. 

i 

j * * ! * * ** 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Jlalforinations 

... 

' 1 

Suicide  .... 

1 

j 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

<) 

2 

1 

i 

j 

Ill-Defined  Di.seases 

1 

, 

I 

) 

1 

Total 

24  ' 

O 

I 1 

••• 

...i 

... 

... 

1 

... 

rf 

'rin'ro  \v(‘io  2 doatlis  of  infanta  nndor  1 year  of  ago. 
'I'lii.s  i.s  ('(|nivalont  1o  a?i  Infant ilo  Mortality-rate  of  (il  [)or 
loot)  l)irtlis.  In  U)2r)  it  was  .‘{7,  and  in  11)24,  71. 
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Infectious  Diseases.  —The  notifications  received  during 
the  year  were  13 — a decrease  of  30  on  the  number  for  I025. 
There  were  4 Scarlatina,  4 Diphtheria,  1 E i cephalitis  Leth- 
argica,  and  4 Tuberculosis  (3  Pulmonary,  1 Non-pulmonary). 

There  was  reason  to  sup2)ose  that  in  thi'ce  of  the 
scarlatinal  cases  the  infection  had  been  acquired  outwith 
the  Burgh.  On  case  occurred  in  February,  one  in  March, 
and  two  in  Seijtember.  Three  were  removed  to  Hosisitai, 
and  one  isolated  at  home. 

Two  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  were  conhrmed  by  bacterio- 
logical examination,  while  two  remained  negative.  All 
were  isolated  in  Hospital. 

The  Registrar  reported  no  objections  to  A’accination. 

The  figures  in  the  follow'ing  table  arc  extracted  from 
that  furnished  to  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  ; — 


Casks  ok  Infectious  Disease  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officbe  of  Health. 
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Housing. — A new  Housing  Scheme,  to  comprise  26 
houses  of  two  and  thi'ee  apartments,  has  been  undertaken 
by  the  Council. 

Water  Supply. — This  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  A 
new  6-inch  main  from  the  reservoir  to  the  Burgh  is  to  be 
laid,  replacing  the  e.xisting  pipe  which  has  liad  its  capacity 
diminished  by  corrosion. 

Sewage  Works. — Improvements  in  those  are  still  under 
consideration  by  the  Town  Council,  to  whom  a scheme  has 
been  submitted  by  Mr  Gilbert  Thompson,  C.E.,  Glasgow. 

Slaughter-house. — This  continues  to  be  well  conducted. 
The  interior  walls  have  been  lime- washed  four  times  during 
the  year,  and  the  woodwork  .painted.  No  seizures  of 
unsoujid  meat  were  made. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — Only  <»ie  milkshop 
is  registered.  It  is  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Those  include  four  bake- 
hou.ses.  They  have  been  visited  regularly  and  found  i?i  a 
satisfactory  state. 
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BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM 


Area,  204  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Census  of  1921  this  was  2655 
(1151  male,  1504  female).  The  estimate  for  1926  was  2469. 

Births. — The  births  registered  in  the  Biu'gh  during  the 
year  were  46.  The  figure  remained  the  same  after  adjust- 
ment for  transfers.  There  were  22  male  and  24  female 
births.  The  birth-rate  was  18-6  per  1000 — an  increase  on 
the  previous  year,  when  it  was  10-8.  The  averages  for  the 
last  three  decades  were  : — 


Six  births  were  illegitimate,  this  being  13  per  cent  of 
the  total. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  were  30.  Corrected 
for  transfers,  in  and  out,  the  figure  is  31  (14  male,  17  female). 
The  death-rate,  corrected  for  transfers  and  adjusted  for  age 
and  sex  distribution  is  10-4.  That  for  the  previous  year 
was  16' 6.  The  average  raU\s  for  the  three  last  decades 

were  : — 


I'lie  cau.ses  of  death,  arranged  in  age-groups,  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


...  20-1. 
...  17-9. 
...  15-0. 


1891-1900  ... 
1901-1910  ... 
1911-1920  ... 


...  14-5. 
...  14-8. 
...  15-2. 
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BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM.— DEATHS  EN  1926. 


Causk  or  Death. 


iCnteric  Fever 

•'jrphufl  Fever  . .1 

tmaUpox 
»IeaBlee 
licariet  Fever 
FVliooping-cough  . 
piphtheria  . 
influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
terebro -spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
lV.bdominal  Tuberculosis . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
^lalignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 
hIeningitis(not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 
Apoplexy 
rleart  Disease 
Oiseases  of  Arteries 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

^iver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerpieral  Sepsis 
Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 
^aioide 

t^iolence  (excluding  Suicide) 
Other  Defined  Diseases  . 
lU-Defined  Diseases 

Total 


ill 

ges. 

-1 

1 

1- 

6- 

10- 

16- 

26- 

36- 

45- 

66- 

66- 

76- 

85- 

1 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

1 

1 

3 

... 

... 

8 

7 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

. . . 

31 

2 

4 

5 11 

7 

0- 34 
0 .34 

1- 70 


2-62 

2-33 

0-34 

0-68 


0-34 

0-34 
102 
0 34 

10-39 


Two  death.‘i  of  infant.s  under  one  year  of  age  were 
reported.  'I’lie  infantile  mortality-rat(‘  is  -fd  p(>r  1000 
l>irtlis.  In  the  previous  year  it  was  f/i7.  Since.  H)2I  it 
has  varied  fi'oni  2H  to  Ki7  per  1000  liirths.  lou-  tfie  (k'caide 
1911-1920  the  average  was 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Seven  notifications  were  received. 
They  comprised  Scarlatina  1,  Diphtheria  2,  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  1,  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  IT 

The  Scarlatinal  and  Diphtheria  ca.ses  were  removed  to 
Hospital. 

The  Registrar  intimated  2 Objections  to  Vaccination. 

Hie  following  table  summarises  the  return  made  t<i 
the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  : — 


Cases  of  Inkectjous  Disease  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Housing. — No  plans  for  new  dwelling-houses  appear  to 
have  been  submitted  during  the  year. 


Water  Supply. — During  October  there  were  complaint.'^ 
of  shortage  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  It  wa.s  dis- 
covered that  one  of  the  4-inch  cast-iron  mains  had  been 
brolcen  by  subsidence,  and  that  considerable  waste  of  water 
was  taking  place.  This  was  remedied,  and  the  normal 
jDressure  restored. 


Sewage  Works. — Tho.se  continue  to  function  in  a 
satisfactory  way.  9o  loads  of  material  from  the  grit 
chamber  and  106  loads  of  sludge  were  removed. 


Slaughter-houses. — There  is  no  municipal  Slaughter- 
house. The  three  private  establishments  are  not  up  to 
modern  sanitarj'^  standards,  though  they  apjjear  to  l>e  as 
well  conducted  as  their  structure  jicrmits.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  paid  226  visits  during  the  3’ear.  No  unsound 
carcases  were  detected. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. — Three  cowsheds  and  three 
milkshops  are  registered.  hi  one  instance  a milkshop  was 
found  in  a dirty  condition,  and  with  a dilapidated  floor. 
Notice  was  given  to  the  proprietor,  and  the  defects  I'emedied. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  on  the  Regi.ster 
is  .*10.  Two  were  found  in  a dirty  condition,  and  were 
clcan.sed  after  verbal  notice  had  been  given. 


APPENDIX. 


Reports  from  the  Bacteriological  and 
Chemical  Laboratories. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 


The  following  report  concerns  the  period  January  1st 
to  December  31st,  1926. 

The  total  number  of  reports  issued  from  the  Bacterio- 
logical J.jaboratory  is  2614  compared  with  2494  of  the 
previous  year.  An  increase  is  noted  under  Specimen.s 
received  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal  Di.sea.se.s 
— i.e.,  an  iiicrease  in  the  number  of  Wassermann  Reactions 
done,  and  microscopic  examinations  for  the  presence  of 
the  Gonococcus. 

Milk  examinations  are  now  necessarily  more  fre- 
quentl}'^  carried  out,  and  the  actual  number  of  sjx‘cimens 
throughout  the  year  Avas  115.  These  milks,  taken  from 
various  sources  of  supply,  were  subjected  to  examinations 
for  (1)  Bacterial  Count,  and  (2)  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus. 
If  the  st.aiidard  of  Grade  “ A ” milk  be  chosen  as  an  arbitary 
indication  of  cleanliness,  78  per  cent,  of  the  milks  .so 
examined  satisfied  this,  while  22  per  cent,  fell  .short  of  it 
by  varying  degrees  of  impmity. 

The  number  of  Blood  Films  examined  for  Anthrax 
among  cattle  has  been  almost  trebled.  Films  to  the 
number  of  155  examined  shoAAcd  5 j)o.sitives. 

Widal’s  Reaction  for  Bacilli,  chiefly  of  the  Entorica 
Group,  numbered  35  against  17  in  1925. 

In  April  a small  epideinic  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in 
Edinburgh,  which  wa,s  referred  to  the  County  Medical 
Ollicer  of  Health,  Dumfrie.sshire.  and  Bacteriological 
examinations  detected  a “ Carrier  ” in  the  form  of  a dairy- 
maid who  had  Enteric  Fever  some  22  years  before. 

The  number  of  Diphtheria  Swabs  (‘xamined  during  the 
year  is  1051  against  1484  of  the  j)revious  year. 
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This  diminution  also  applies  to  the  examination  of 
Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

Histological  work  is  now  undertaken,  and  tissues 
examined — chiefly  from  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 
Infirmary — amount  to  62.  Those  were  largely  tumours 
removed  by  Surgeons  for  the  diagnosis  of  malignancy  and 
other  conditions. 

Reports  increase  in  numbers  year  by  year,  and,  as 
Bacteriological  examinations  are  being  done  foi'  Wigtown- 
shire, a further  increase  is  anticipated  in  1927. 

An  analysis  of  the  actual  material  and  the  sources  of 
origin  is  shown  on  the  following  table  ; — 
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CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 


Dr  Ritchie,  Counti/  Medical  Officer. 

Sir, 

I submit  my  Report  on  the  operations  of  the  Chemical 
Laboratory  relative  to  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  year  1926. 

Analytical  work  for  this  Department  comprises  mainly 
the  examination  of  Milk,  Water,  and  Sewages,  but  occa- 
sional s])ecial  anal^^ses  are  required  for  the  solution  of 
particular  proljlems.  In  all  185  Samples  were  examined. 

Milk  Samples. 

The  Milk  (Sjjecial  Designations)  Order  (Scotland), 
1923,  regulating  the  sale  of  Certified,  Grade  A.T.T.,  and 
Grade  A.  milk  requires  inter  alia  that  milk  so  described 
shall  contain  n()t  less  than  3 50  per  cent,  of  Butter  Pat. 

The  County  VeUu'inary  insj)ectors  submitted  35 
Samples.  3 Samples  (2  from  an  appheant  for  license,  and 
1 from  a licensee)  were  deficient  in  Butter  Pat,  the  actual 
figures  being  3'00,  315,  and  3 34  j)er  cent.  Butter  Pat 
resjjectively.  Subsequent  Samples  from  the  same  sources 
were  satisfactory.  The  percentages  of  Pat  in  the  remainder 
varii-d  from  3’ 50  to  5' 20  per  cent.,  the  series  averaging 
3 90  ]jer  cent.,  or  neglecting  the  deficient  Samples.  3'9(i 
per  cent. 

When  circumstances  permitted,  estimations  wen-  made 
of  the  Non-Palty  Solids.  A mean  value  of  8-80  per  cent, 
was  obtained  from  21  Satnpl(!s.  'Phe  figures  for  Samples 
taken  under  the  Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts  afford  an 
interesting  comparison.  These  gave  mean  figures  : — 
Butter  Pat,  3di3  per  cent.,  and  Non- Patty  Solids,  8 82  |)ci 


cent.  Here,  however,  the  Fat  content  is  slightly  depressed 
since  several  adulterated  Samples  arc  included. 

I 

Waters. 

Fifty-five  Samples  from  the  SiJecial  Water  Districts 
were  received  from  the  County  Sanitary  Inspectors.  On 
a broad  general  basis  these  may  be  classified  as  excellent  14. 
good  33,  usable  8. 

Fifty-two  other  Samples  were  examined  for  freedom 
froin  pollution,  and  classified  similarly  give  excellent  2. 
good  21,  usable  15.  The  remaining  14  gave  distinct 
evidence  of  contamination. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  action  of  some 
waters  on  copjDer.  Generali}'  a greenish  scum  remained 
on  the  water  or  round  the  basin  after  washing,  and  sponges 
acquired  a greenish  tint.  The  2 Samples  examined  were 
distinctly  acid.  That  the  Cupro-solvent  power  was  due 
to  the  acidity  was  shown  by  exposing  strips  of  copper  to 
these  waters  after  the  addition  of  measure<l  quantities  of 
lime.  The  remedy  suggested,  the  use  of  lime-stone  has 
proved  efficacious. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  on  the  Ruthwell  and 
Raffles  Special  Water  District  Supply.  These  indicated 
that  the  pipe  line  trouble  may  be  due  to  the  varying  reaction 
of  the  inflowing  waters.  Normally,  these  waters  are 
alkaline,  -but  samples  taken  when  heavy  rain  followed  a 
dry  spell  were  invariably  acid.  1 understand  that  stejis 
have  been  taken  to  ])revent  acid  waters  rt'aching  the  pipes. 

Sewages  and  Tr.^oes  Wa.stk  Liquors. 

Thirty-two  Samples  were  received.  The  trades  waste 
li(|Uors  comprised  a Creamery  effluent  and  liquors  from  a 
Bacon  Factory.  'I'hese  were  characterised  by  a high 

proportion  of  readily  putreseible  organic  matter  and  a very 
objectionable  odour. 

In  the  absence  of  adequate*  treatment  at  a Sewage 
Disj)osal  Works,  their  discharge  into  a river  would  inevit- 
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ably  cause  pollution,  the  extent  deiDending  on  the  respective 
volumes  of  liquor  and  of  the  river  water  available  for 
dilution. 

Analyses  of  Crude  Sewage  and  Sewage  effluent  from 
'rhornhill  Sewage  Disposal  Works  amply  confirmed  the 
(jpinion  formed  on  inspection  of  the  existing  Works.  During 
the  passage  of  tlie  Sewage  through  the  tanks  and  filters  a 
slight  reductitm  takes  place  in  the  Suspended  Solids,  but 
little  or  no  other  improvement  is  noticeable. 

The  differences  in  the  amounts  of  “ Albuminoid 
Ammonia  ” present,  and  of  ‘‘  Oxygen  absorbed  ” by  a Crude 
Sewage  and  its  effluent  give  a measure  of  the  purification 
effected.  In  this  case  the  figures  for  the  Sewage  and 
Effluent  were  practically  identical.  The  Works  outflow, 
far  from  complying  with  the  |)roj)osed  standard  of  the 
R(jyal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal,  gives  figures  from 
.1  to  lo  times  greater  than  even  a bad  effluent.” 

" Generally  s])eaking,  it  is  observed  that  the  smaller 
local  authorities  usually  employ  expert  engineers  to  carry 
out  their  schemes  of  sewage  dispo.sal,  and  consequently 
they  are  in  the  first  instance  well  equipperl  in  this  respect. 
Cnfortunately  the  delicacy  of  the  modern  jjrocesses  of 
sewage  disposal  is  not  generally  appreciated,  and  it  is 
amazing  to  find  how  readily  the.se  exj)ensive  schemes,  con- 
si.sting  of  a highly  sensitive  process,  are  handed  over  to 
the  care  of  some  inexperienced  workman,  who  is  very 
frequently  aged  and  partially  incapacitated  |)hysically. 
and  intellectually  unfitted  to  undertake  this  duty.  A 
numl>er  of  very  striking  instances  hav'C  l)een  observe<l  of 
the  rapid  deterioration  of  works  under  such  sw|)ervision 
as  compared  with  the  excellent  condition  of  j)rot)ably  much 
old(‘r  in.stallations  under  constant  and  intelligent  manage- 
ment." 

It  would  a|)pear  that  the  above  extract  tioin  the 
Report  for  1925  of  the  Standing  Committ(‘e  on  River 
Pollution  is  of  wide  gencial  a|)|)lication . 
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Miscellaneous. 

A portion  of  Incrustation  removed  from  the  Jiuthwell 
and  Raffles  pipe  line  consisted  almost  entirely  of  Oxide  of 
Iron. 

I append  a Table  summarising  the  number  and  nature 
of  Samjiles  examined,  and  in  conclusion  would  p>int  out 
that  work  during  the  first  quarter  was  performed  by  my 
predecessor,  Mr  James  Davidson,  F.I.C.,  whase  ready  coun- 
sel and  wide  experience  materially  lightened  my  first  few 
months  of  office. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Yom-  obedient  Servant., 


JOHN  W.  HAWLEY. 
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Table  showing  the  Nature  and  Number  of  Samples 
Analysed  during  the  year  192(1 


Milk  (Special  Designations.) 
Satisfactory 
Defieient 


(a)  S.W.D.  Supplies. 

(1)  Excellent  ... 

(2)  Good 

(.3)  Usable  

(b)  Others. 

(1)  Excellent  ... 

(2)  Good  

(3)  Usable  

(4)  Contaminated 

(c)  For  Action  on  Copper  only 

(d)  Tnve.stigation  of  R.  & R.  Supply 

Sewages  and  Trades  Waste  Liquors 
Miscellaneous. 

Incrustation  from  Pipe-line  ... 


32 

3 


35 


...  14 

...  .33 
...  8 

— 55 


...  21 
...  15 

...  14 

— 52 

1 

9 

32 


1 

185 


